Isle of Wight New & Anniversaries 2026

Cowes Week 200 https://www.cowesweek.co.uk/web/code/php/main_c.php?map=cw26&ui=cw4&style=std&override=&section=regatta&page=bicentenary 
· Probably the world’s most famous sailing regatta, Cowes Week is celebrating 200 years
· Events across Cowes and East Cowes
· On shore highlights include the 1826 Stage at Northwood House 
· Offshore includes racing, a parade of boats and plenty of famous faces – will Royalty turn up?

Wildheart Animal Sanctuary (formerly Isle of Wight Zoo and Sandown Zoo) – 50 years https://wildheartanimalsanctuary.org/ 
· Starting their celebration of 50 years, Wildheart are hosting a Wire Walk – a 70 metre tightrope suspended above the Sanctuary!
· More events are planned over the year

Quay Arts – 50 years https://www.quayarts.org/event/50th/ 
· 22-23 August
· Street entertainment (the road outside will be closed to traffic)
· Exhibitions and live music all weekend

Royal Hotel, Ventnor https://royalhoteliow.co.uk/ 
· 30 years of famous Gallybagger Cheese Souffle https://royalhoteliow.co.uk/news/2020/award-winning-souffl%C3%A9  
· 30 consecutive years of 4 AA Silver Stars and 2 AA Rosettes

 Needles Landmark Attraction https://www.theneedles.co.uk/ 
· Sweet making experience for groups of 4
· Redesigned Go-Kart track

Southern Vectis – transport https://www.islandbuses.info/our-new-fleet-electric-buses-unveiled 
· Introducing a fleet of 31 electric double-decker buses in March
· Investment of over £17 million

Robin Hill Launches Robin’s Nest, A New Soft Play Adventure https://robin-hill.com/ 
· Opening March 2026. The exciting indoor soft play experience will offer fun for the whole family, all year round.
· Little explorers of every age can discover a world of soft play adventures in this vibrant, repurposed space. With zones suited to both tots and juniors, and exclusive sessions designed just for pre-school children, Robin’s Nest offers a safe and stimulating environment where children can explore, climb, and play.
· The dynamic play zone is packed with excitement from the obstacle course and immersive ball pool to the interactive LED floor that sparks creativity and movement. Children can brave a vertical drop slide, spin down a twirly-whirly slide, and weave through crawl tubes in a space built for bold, imaginative play. Parents and carers can relax in a comfortable viewing area, while enjoying refreshments nearby and watching their young adventurers safely at play.
· As part of the brand-new Soft Play Area, visitors can also enjoy an exclusive Laser Quest experience, the perfect mix of fun and friendly competition. Each private party session includes 60 minutes of soft play followed by 30 minutes of laser battle, designed for groups of 10 or more. Participants must be over 5 years plus to take part in Laser Quest.

Palm Court Hotel, Shanklin 
Images (WeTransfer link lasts 12 months): https://we.tl/t-rzgS4tvDGy
1. Palm Court is a self-serviced, luxury boutique hotel offering something genuinely new for the Isle of Wight – contemporary, design-led accommodation with privacy, flexibility and a premium, international feel.
1. Concierge-led stays actively connect guests with local businesses, from private chefs and restaurant bookings to activities, experiences and prestige car hire — ensuring visitor spend flows into the wider island economy, not just the hotel itself.
Interior
1. The concept is rooted in a relaxed coastal aesthetic, blending beach-house and boutique hotel influences with playful, unexpected design touches throughout. A tiki-inspired pool area creates a holiday atmosphere, while the bar draws on rock band and Isle of Wight Festival heritage, giving the space energy and character.
1. Drawing on the owner’s expertise in luxury property development and interior trends, each area has its own distinct personality. The cinema is inspired by nostalgic 1990s film culture, featuring rich red curtains, a popcorn machine and red-carpet detailing — evoking the comfort and familiarity of an Everyman-style experience.
1. The overall feel is a “home away from home,” balancing comfort with surprise, where guests discover fun, thoughtful twists around every corner.
1. The gym is designed around sports heroes for each apparatus with a boxing focus (the owner's son is a boxer)
Three suites available individually or book all three:

1. Shanklin Suite - The largest of the three exclusive suites in the Palm Court, sleeping up to 10 adults, great entertainment area, and huge kitchen family area.
1. Hope Beach Suite - A fun family loved suite own entrance, a great family kitchen dining entertainment area, its highlight for the children is the bedroom down their own stairs to a fun bunked bed room and en-suite and a few secret doors.
1. Welcome Beach Suite - boasts the private garden with luxury hot tub, sleeping 6 adults, and fully stocked kitchen dining and lounge onto the garden.


New rooms at One Holyrood 
· A boutique hotel in the centre of Newport, but a world away in charm
· New rooms and reception area now make One Holyrood a 16 bed hotel
· Ideal for transport connections in Newport

The Prep Room, Ventnor – next door to Smoking Lobster on Ventnor Esplanade
· The new venue is scheduled to open mid-late April 2026
· The Smoking Lobster Group is creating a multi-functional space will serve as a central production unit for their existing Cowes and Ventnor restaurants while offering a fresh dining concept. 
· The venue is designed as a "day-to-night" destination with approximately 30 seats across indoor and outdoor areas:
· Production Hub: The rear of the building will be used for preparing food for the existing Smoking Lobster restaurant 
· Cafe & Takeaway: During the day, the shop front will focus on healthy breakfast and lunch options, alongside a takeaway service for beachgoers.
· Tiki Bar: Later in the day, the atmosphere transitions into a fun "tiki vibe" serving cocktails. 
· Menu Highlights
· The menu emphasizes "simple things done really well" with an accessible price point. A full kids menu will also be available. 
· Breakfast & Morning: Australian-style breakfasts featuring acai bowls, chia puddings, smashed avocado, and fresh exotic fruit salads.
· Bakery: House-made milk bread rolls with various fillings like breaded chicken with yellow curry or roasted vegetables with buffalo mozzarella.
· All-Day Dining or Takeaway: A variety of "tasty classics" including Calamari, Mezze board, tempura fish of the day with chips and yuzu tartar sauce, chicken shawarma, Chipotle Burritos and wagyu beef burgers.
· Drinks: Fresh juices and smoothies, tiki cocktails, frozen cocktails, and beer on draught. 
· 
Art on Your Doorstep – 06 May – 20 Oct https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/across-the-uk/the-national-gallery-art-on-your-doorstep 
· A self-guided walk centred around the National Gallery’s ‘Art On Your Doorstep’ experience is on offer in Newport.
· The Isle of Wight is one of only four partners in the UK to host the trail, making it a rare opportunity to experience life size reproductions of world-famous paintings without travelling to London.
· The 1-mile route is free of raised steps and features 18 artworks placed around the town centre, historic squares, alleyways and the harbourside.

The Caledonian Island Hotel https://www.caledonian.com/caledonian-island-hotel 
· Refurbished and opened to groups in February 2026
· Offering 104 bedrooms
· Owned by the Caledonian Group


