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TOUR OF BRITAIN HOST VENUE

THE TOUR OF BRITAIN COMES TO THE
ISLE OF WIGHT THIS SEPTEMBER!
The Isle of Wight will host the final stage of the UK’s most
prestigious cycle race, the Tour of Britain. It will be the first
time the iconic race would have ever been hosted on the
Island and the event will offer an amazing sporting spectacle
for visitors and locals alike, seeing 19 of the world’s top teams
and over 100 pro riders race across the Island’s varied and
picturesque landscape.

THE EVENT
The Isle of Wight leg of the race - stage 8 - will take place on Sunday 11 September,
starting in Ryde and finishing with an arduous climb to the Needles. The race spans
150km and passes through a wide range of the Island’s towns and villages; from
Ryde the race will pass through the main towns of Bembridge, Sandown, Rookley,
Shorwell, Brighstone, Freshwater, Yarmouth, Shalfleet, Cowes, Newport, Godshill,
Shanklin, Ventnor, Niton to finish at The Needles.

IS YOUR BUSINESS CYCLIST FRIENDLY?
Becoming a ‘Cyclist Friendly’ business comes with many benefits. Cycle tourism
makes a significant contribution to not only the UK economy, but also to the Isle of
Wight. Sustrans, a UK-based walking, wheeling and cycling charity, estimates that
leisure and tourism cycling on the National Cycle Network contributed £650m a year
to the UK economy.
It’s not just about the cycle routes... providing cyclists with an overall experience
including accommodation, eateries, attractions and events can really help to
maximise a destination’s appeal to the cycling community. A little really goes a
long way! A warm welcome to cyclists can make a difference, as well as practical
improvements to your business. The following pages will provide an overview of how
you can make your business more cyclist friendly.
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GET YOUR WHEEL OF APPROVAL!
The Isle of Wight is one of the top cycling destinations in the UK and attracts an
abundance of cyclists every year. Holding the Tour of Britain will increase this further!
If your business is cyclist friendly, tell us how so we can tell others! All Island
businesses with good facilities in place will be awarded with our ‘Wheel of Approval’
marque on their page of the Visit Isle of Wight website. If you aren’t geared up for the
cycling audience but would like to be, we can help! Take a look through the following
pages for tips and suggestions.
Email us with more information at tourofbritain@visitwight.org with ‘Wheel of
Approval’ in the subject bar.

HOW CAN YOUR BUSINESS BECOME MORE
CYCLIST FRIENDLY?
PROVIDE INFORMATION ON HOW TO TRAVEL TO YOUR PREMISES
BY BIKE OR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
This information can be hosted on your business’ website, as part of any information
packs you provide, or through booking services used when visitors are securing their
stay with you.
TRAVELLING TO AND AROUND THE ISLE OF WIGHT BY BIKE:
Wightlink Ferries
Bicycles can be brought onto any of Wightlink’s ferries. However, for the quickest
crossing time, the FastCat service, linking Portsmouth with Ryde, is recommended.
The FastCats that serve on this route come equipped with racks to keep bikes safe
throughout the 22 minute journey.
Visitors can now book in advance as a foot passenger with a bike, this is
recommended during busy times of the year.
If visitors are bringing bikes by car, make sure to add any extra height or length to the
vehicle when making a booking. This ensures Wightlink allocates the correct amount
of space on the ferry.
For more information, visit: https://www.wightlink.co.uk/faq/answers/can-i-take-mybike-on-board
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Red Funnel Ferries
Southampton < > East Cowes (Vehicle Ferry) Route:
There is no charge for the carriage of bicycles on this service and there is no need
to pre-book. Cyclists will need to be in possession of a valid foot passenger ticket.
Cyclists are boarded via the lower car deck (Deck E) and should check-in and wait in
the designated area for further instructions.
Southampton < > West Cowes (Red Jet):
Bike racks are available onboard Red Jet 6 and Red Jet 7 and come on a first come,
first served basis. It is also possible to take fold-up cycles in a cycle bag on the Red Jet
service. There are cycle rack facilities available at Terminal 2, Southampton and at the
West Cowes terminal.
For more information, visit: https://www.redfunnel.co.uk/en/isle-of-wight-ferry/
facilities-onboard/luggage-pets-bicycles/
Hovertravel
Bicycles may be taken onboard the hovercraft with the exception of the 06:30 &
07:00 from Southsea Monday-Friday and 08:30 Saturdays. They will be stored in the
luggage/freight compartment on the inside of the craft. Due to space restrictions,
bikes may not be booked on the craft; it is a first come, first served basis.
For more information, visit: https://www.hovertravel.co.uk//more-info/faqs-hovertips/
on-the-day-travel-planning/
Southern Vectis Busses
As a general rule, bicycles are not permitted to be carried on Southern Vectis services
if they are likely to soil the bus or coach or cause a nuisance or potential injury
to customers. Bicycles will only be permitted to be brought on board at the sole
discretion of the driver.
Folding bicycles, which are safely and securely stowed in the designated luggage
area in a suitable bag or box, are generally permitted onto Southern Vectis’ buses if
the driver believes that there is sufficient luggage space available.
For more information, visit: https://www.islandbuses.info/conditions-carriage
Island Line Trains
There are four spaces per train available for the use of bikes. Reservations are not
available.
For more information, visit: nationalrail.co.uk/stations_destinations/93770.aspx
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Sustainable travel:
For those visiting the Isle of Wight without a car, there are lots of ways to get around.
Catch the train up the esplanade at Ryde and on to Sandown and Shanklin or hop on
a Southern Vectis bus from any ferry port to the hub of Newport and beyond. Rover
tickets are available for multiple journeys. There’s also Beryl Scooters available to hire
across the Island in Cowes, East Cowes, Newport, Ryde, Sandown and Shanklin.
For more information on sustainable travel, visit: visitisleofwight.co.uk/travel

 SAFE STORAGE FOR BIKES AT YOUR PREMISES
To give cyclists peace of mind, it is important to provide a safe storage solution for
bikes at your premises. This could be a locked room, garage, shed or lock up - with
the option for lockable bike racks - at your accommodation, or a solid lock or rack
outside your cafe, shop or restaurant. This will help give cyclists confidence that their
bikes are safe and secure when visiting.

 PROVIDE BIKE WASHING FACILITIES
After a long day exploring the Isle of Wight’s tracks and trails on two wheels,
cyclists may return to their accommodation with bikes caped in mud. Providing
bike washing facilities or bike wash stations will be a great addition to your facility,
allowing guests to keep their bikes in good condition. This doesn’t have to come at a
huge investment to your business, adequate space, access to water and/or electricity
and some cleaning products will be perfect for this, in addition, pressure washers and
hoses will also be beneficial.

 KIT WASHING AND DRYING FACILITIES
Accommodation providers should offer kit-washing and drying facilities. With cyclists
visiting with minimal luggage, offering this kind of service will really appeal to cyclists.
If this isn’t an option, look into other alternatives such as external companies who can
provide this service with a quick turnaround time.

 CHARGE POINTS FOR E-BIKES
Does your venue provide charging point areas for e-bikes? Is this something that
could be introduced? If so, make it known on your website or in any information
packs you provide to your guests.
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Credit: securecyclestore.com

 PROVIDE A BASIC TOOLKIT FOR RIDERS
Having a basic tool kit, puncture repair kit and a bike pump at your premises will be a
handy addition to cyclists visiting. You can pick up a puncture repair kit for as little as
£3, and you can find here, bike radar’s ‘best bike tool kits’ for options: bikeradar.com/
advice/buyers-guides/best-bike-tool-kits/

 LUGGAGE TRANSFERS
‘Isle of Wight Move My Bag’ is an Isle of Wight-based luggage moving solution
providing a reliable and secure option from as little as £6 per bag. Accommodation
outlets can provide guests with information on this service prior to their arrival.
t: 01983 281662
e: info@movemybag-isleofwight.co.uk
w: movemybag-isleofwight.co.uk
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 ROUTES AND MAPS - CYCLING INFORMATION
As soon as cyclists arrive on the Isle of Wight, they will be itching to get out and
explore the Island’s roads, cycle tracks and bridleways. Provide guests and customers
with handy maps and information on routes around the Isle of Wight.
Visit Isle of Wight has a cycling information section with routes, including the official
Tour of Britain Stage 8 map, which is also hosted on Strava. You can find more
information, here: visitisleofwight.co.uk/things-to-do/cycling

 BIKE FRIENDLY CAFES
As well as routes and maps, it may be handy to provide guests with information on bike
friendly cafes. Direct your guests to the ‘Eat & Drink’ section Visit Isle of Wight’s website
and tell them to look out for businesses with the ‘Wheel of Approval’ badge on their web
page. This provides information of the Cyclist Friendly facilities these businesses provide.
If your guests are trying out the Tour of Britain Stage 8 route for themselves, you can
encourage them to read Tim Wiggins’ blog which highlights some great pit stops along
the route.

 SPECIAL OFFERS
As a business owner, could you provide special offers for cyclists over the Tour of
Britain weekend? A 10% off discount? A coffee and cake combo? Don’t forget to email
your special offers to tourofbritain@visitwight.org where we can host these on our
Tour of Britain Stage 8 ‘Special Offers’ section of our website. Also, use your social
media channels to promote these offers.

 BIKE STORAGE: CYCLE HUBS
Whilst guests are out and about exploring the Isle of Wight, it is important to let
them know the location of the Island’s cycle hub, should they require a safe lock up.
The Hub is located in Cowes next to the Red Jet Terminal. It benefits from 24 hour
CCTV and lighting.

 ADVERTISE!
Businesses - especially accommodation providers - may consider advertising in national
cycling publications - especially if you’re able to provide a good range of specialist
facilities. A great way to encourage bookings in the quieter periods of the year.
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 PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE NEAREST
BIKE SHOPS
There may be times when your guests and customers will need spare parts or repairs
for their bikes and equipment. Being a cyclist friendly business can include providing
information on nearby bike repair shops on the Isle of Wight. This can be hosted on
your website, included in any welcome packs or easily accessible at your business
(behind welcome desks/counters).
Adrian’s Bike Shop
Adrian’s Bike Shop in Freshwater & Cowes is a friendly place to meet and chat
about bikes: on or off road, racing, commuting, beginners & experienced riders.
With qualified technicians offering services from a simple tune up to a full build
or overhaul. They also offer a collection & delivery service; repairs and restorations,
accessories and components, used and new bikes for sale.
Location: Cowes & Freshwater
t: 01983 755007
e: adriansbikeshop@outlook.com
w: adriansbikeshop.com
Al’s Bikes
A hub for bicycle repairs, servicing, parts, custom-builds and restorations. Al’s Bikes sell
new Marin bikes and at times, have a number of second-hand bikes from trade ins.
Location: Sandown
t: 01983 224416
m: 07962 373277
e: alsbikesiow@aol.com
w: alsbikes.com
Island Bikeworks Mobile Cycle Mechanic
A small, independent business based just outside Newport providing cyclists Islandwide with ‘on site’ or ‘at home’ bespoke bicycle servicing and repair. Working on all
makes and models of bike from children’s right through to racing and mountain bikes.
Location: Island-wide mobile bike mechanic
t: 01983 528289
m: 07926 523453
e: info@islandbikeworks.co.uk
w: islandbikeworks.co.uk
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Isle Of Wight Bikes
Isle of Wight bikes offers a multitude of services including new and used bike sales,
servicing, tuning and replacement, bike fitting, bike rentals, custom builds as well as
clothing and shoes.
Location: Newport
t: 01983 217500
w: iwbikes.co.uk
Tav Cycles
TAV Cycles is a long established local bike shop and are Island agents for Specialized,
Merida, Whyte, Pashley, Tern and many other. They offer cycle hire for adult and
children’s bikes and accessories. A friendly, professional service including bike, shoe
and helmet fitting services and workshop facilities.
Location: Ryde
t: 01983 812989
w: tavcycles.co.uk
Wight Mountain
A rider-owned and run bike shop located in Newport.
Location: Newport
t: 01983 533445
e: wightmountain@aol.com

 PROVIDE INFORMATION ON BIKE HIRE OPTIONS
Some people visiting the Isle of Wight may opt to leave the bikes (and car) at home
and hire a bike. Here are a few options to provide to your guests and customers:
Brighstone Newsagents Bike Hire & Coffee Shop
Location: Brighstone
t: 01983 740227
e: info@brighstonenewsagents.co.uk
w: brighstonenewsagents.co.uk/bike-hire
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Route Fifty7
Location: Shanklin & Island-wide delivery
m: 07491 00 00 57
e: info@routefifty7.com
w: Routefifty7.com
Sandown Bicycle And Beach Hire IOW
Location: Sandown
m: 07512 763 303
e: hi-de-hi@sandownbikeandbeach.co.uk
w: sandownbikeandbeach.co.uk
Tav Cycles
Location: Ryde
t: 01983 812989
w: tavcycles.co.uk
Two Elements
Location: Cowes
m: 07947 912 886
e: info@twoelements.co.uk
w: twoelements.co.uk
Wight Bike Eco Solutions
Location: Merstone
t: 0101983 303322
e: info@wightbike.com
w: wightbike.com
Wight Cycle Hire
Location: Yarmouth, Newport & Delivery options
t: 01983 761800
e: info@wightcyclehire.co.uk
w: wightcyclehire.co.uk
We would love to know what cyclist friendly facilities your business already has in
place or are planning to have ready for the race - please email any information over
to: tourofbritain@visitwight.org
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