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TOUR OF BRITAIN HOST VENUE

Where does the race start from?
The race will officially start from Ryde Esplanade between 10am-11am on Sunday
11 September. Set-up will be from 5am on the day and team buses and the riders will
arrive between 8am-9am.
The team buses will be based along North Walk, north of the canoe lake.

Where does the race finish?
The race will finish at approximately 3pm on Sunday 11 September at the Needles New
Battery. The race village for the finish will be at the Needles Landmark Attraction.

What time will the Tour of Britain race pass
through my town/village? And from what time
and until when will the road be closed?
If your business is situated along the route, there will be road closures altering travel
for a small window of time while the race passes. This is known as a rolling road
closure; this is needed to ensure the safety of the world-class athletes competing
and spectators.
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When will a list of timings and closures be made
available to businesses?
The Isle of Wight Council are working with a traffic management company to identify
all the areas affected and for how long. This information will be shared with affected
businesses as soon as it is available.

When will a map of diversions away from the route
be made available?
The traffic management company will identify all the areas affected and this
information will be publicly available in August.

Will there be a shuttle bus service to and from the
start and finish of the race for spectators?
This is being investigated and details will be shared as soon as they are available.

Will there be parking restrictions? For what period
will cars need to be clear from the route?
There will be a requirement for the route to be clear of all cars. Affected residents and
businesses will be contacted in due course.

How will the event affect Island businesses, will
businesses be able to operate as usual?
Businesses along the main race route may be affected during the race. For most,
this will be restricted access to your site due to road closures, as the competitors pass
through your town or village.
We anticipate this restricted access will only be for a short period of time, and a full
list of timings will be shared once confirmed in full so that you are fully aware when
the peloton will approach, pass and when the roads will reopen.
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We would suggest informing guests/customers in advance that you will be allowed
access to your business until a particular time on the day, with those inside your
premises there as the race comes through. Usual coming and going will then resume
once the race has passed and the road reopened.
With visitors and locals set to be out and about to watch the race, why not make the
most of the opportunity and promote your business as a place to come and watch
the peloton go by with a drink or bite to eat?

How many people are expected to be on the Island
for the event?
We know the race will attract national and global interest and we’re gearing up for
an increase of visitors and cyclists to the Island. We hope that upwards of 150k people
will experience and enjoy the race on the Island.

How will this event affect cross-Solent travel to the
Island? Will there be extra crossings in place to
ensure commuters and visitors can make it across in
good time?
We are expecting an increase in crossings over the event weekend; this will be
confirmed over the coming months.

Should I make my guests/customers aware this event
is taking place, what should I tell them?
Absolutely, please spread the word that the Tour of Britain race is coming to the
Isle of Wight this summer! It is the first time the iconic race has been hosted on
the Island and the event will offer an amazing sporting spectacle for visitors and
locals alike. Nineteen of the world’s top teams and over 100 pro riders race across the
Island’s varied and picturesque landscape. Check out our top tips for spectators for
more information on how your guests can best enjoy the race.
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What support will be provided to my business to
help make the most of the opportunity?
There are plenty of opportunities for local businesses, communities, accommodation
providers and hospitality outlets to get involved, both on the day and in the build-up.
Visit IOW is available to help you make the most of this special opportunity.
We have a downloadable information pack available and will have posters and
bunting available for you to display. Please email tourofbritain@visitwight.org to
request these.

I’m a vendor and interested in being positioned
along the route. How can I get involved?
If vendors wish to position themselves at the start, finish or along the route they will
need to submit the relevant documentation to the IWC licensing department. For
more information please contact licensing@iow.gov.uk

Will there be an increase in cyclists on the Island
over this weekend? How can I accommodate them?
We know the race will attract national and global interest and with over 200 miles of
cycle tracks, byways and bridleways, the Isle of Wight is already one of the top cycling
destinations in the UK and attracts an abundance of cyclists every year.
We anticipate the Island’s hosting of the prestigious Tour of Britain race will draw
even more bike riding enthusiasts to the Island – pre and post event – looking to take
on the epic route and explore the Isle of Wight on two wheels.
Here are a few ways your business can become more cyclist friendly:
 Provide information on how to travel to your premises by bike or sustainable transport
 Safe storage for bikes – this could be a designated or purpose-built storage shed
or garage
 Information on the nearest bike shops (for repairs and spare parts etc.)
 Bike washing facilities
 Kit washing and drying facilities
 Provide a basic tool kit available for riders (including a pump and puncture repair kits)
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Contact us at tourofbritain@visitwight.org to share what you already have in
place and request your ‘Wheel of Approval’ badge. We also have a cyclist friendly
information pack should you wish a copy.

Will any marketing materials be provided to
help promote and make the most of this event
for my business?
We will have Tour of Britain Stage 8 Isle of Wight posters available in a range of sizes.
We will also have bunting to dress and decorate your business, as well as a Tour of
Britain social media toolkit, that can be downloaded from Visit WightPro.
Make sure you follow The Tour and Visit IOW’s ofﬁcial media handles and ofﬁcial
hashtags, as well as signing up to their newsletters, so that you are up to date with all
of the latest race announcements.

How can I get more involved in this event?
In the coming weeks, we will share our Tour of Britain Stage 8 Isle of Wight guide
for businesses and local communities. In this information booklet you can find ideas
and ways to embrace the race, show support, and maximise business opportunities
around the event.
From decorating your local community, a decorated bike trail and window dressing,
to hosting street parties and events, there are many ways to get involved in the build
up and on the day.
Where can I stay up to date with the latest in regards to event updates and
information for businesses and residents?
Businesses can find all the latest Tour of Britain information on visitwightpro.com
and the Isle of Wight Council’s designated event page here – https://www.iow.gov.uk/
council/OtherServices/Tour-of-Britain/Event
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