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  time on island

 � Hello there: 
Sarah Nicholls 
makes friends 
with a llama on 
the Isle of Wight. 
Above, World in 
miniature: 
Godshill Model 
Village. Pictures: 
MARK NICHOLLS

tradition of  dairy herding, it features 
play barns, a giant jumping pillow and 
accommodation that ranges from rooms 
in the large manor house to glamping in 
safari tents, cabins and eco-pods set on 
the farm.

The Cow Co Restaurant with fabulous 
burgers, steaks and cheese selections is 
a centrepiece. 

The setting offers marvellous views 
across the west of  the island including 
over to the farmland where the original 
Isle of  Wight pop festival hosted Jimi 
Hendrix’s famous final performance in 
1970.

Teaming up with Isle of  Wight 
Adventure Activities, there are activities 
for kids of  all ages, including rock 
climbing on the climbing wall or zorbing 
across the grassy fields, in the spirit of  
the new “Pure Wight” initiative.

One of  the best is tree climbing and 
while that may sound very traditional 
child’s play, Goodleaf  takes tree climbing 
to a new level in an activity centred 
round a majestic 300-year-old oak tree in 
Appley Park just off  the seafront at 
Ryde.

Run by Paul McCathie and Abi Fox, 

and open from Easter to October, ropes 
reach down from various heights 
waiting to be climbed.

Paul explains the climbing technique 
with its fail safe knots and links, and 
outlines how visitors climb the rope 
using a combination of  strength, 
technique and agility.

Available to people of  all ages – and a 
great family adventure – the session 
lasts two hours during which it is 
possible to climb up and perch on higher 
branches, or hammocks slung between 
the boughs.

For a different experience, we headed 
offshore early one morning aboard a 
Cheetah Marine boat on a mackerel 
fishing trip. 

Dangling a line over the side, it wasn’t 
long before we were reeling in a few fish 
to cook in the oven or on the barbecue 
late in the day as we retreated to 
Strawberries.

The Isle of  Wight may be across the 
water, but it is quintessentially British; 
loads to do, brilliant fun and it delivered 
the stay-at-home family holiday we had 
craved.

We’ll be back… most likely next year!

Log on
 � For more travel 

features online visit 
our website – www.
edp24.co.uk/
lifestyle

Travel facts

 � Mark Nicholls and family stayed at 
Strawberries near Bonchurch, which is 
owned and operated by Ocean Blue Coastal 
Retreats (www.oceanbluecoastalretreats.
co.uk) as one of five cottages, it has available 
all year round, sleeping between two and 
eight people. Sea safaris or mackerel fishing 
trips are £20 per adult, £15 for children.

 � For more information on visiting the Isle 
of Wight: www.visitIsleofWight.co.uk

 � West Wight Alpacas: www.
westwightalpacas.co.uk

 � Godshill Model Village: www.
modelvillagegodshill.co.uk

 � Tapnell Farm: www.tapnellfarm.com
 � Goodleaf Tree Climbing: www.goodleaf.

co.uk
 � Osborn House: www.english-heritage.org.

uk/visit/places/osborne/
 � UKSA: www.uksa.org
 � Wightlink: With frequent crossings 

for cars and foot passengers, visit www.
wightlink.co.uk

 � Laura Nicholls has a go at tree climbing 
and, Laura, Mark and Sarah Nicholls with 
their mackerel catch, above.    
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