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THE SOUTH EAST

Blue flag beaches and historic castles - plenty of fun for a break away

Full of award-winning  
attractions

W
ith 300 miles of 
scenic coastline, 
historic cities and 
award-winning 
attractions, the South 
East of England 

promises an unforgettable holiday.  
Its picturesque countryside and coastal 

towns are your perfect outdoor 
playground.   

Drink in the glorious landscape, 
tranquillity and deep wooded valleys of 
the South Downs National Park stretching 
from historic Winchester to the 
spectacular Seven Sisters. 

Dedicated trails, tracks and quiet 
country lanes guarantee a magical 
environment for cycling, walking or horse 
riding adventures.  

Or take an exhilarating walk of the 
world famous White Cliffs of Dover with 
far reaching views across the  
English Channel.

If you do like to be beside the seaside, 
the inviting sands of Kent promise an 
unrivalled beach holiday.  

Fringed with wide sandy beaches, 

pretty coves and secluded bays, Kent’s 
coast offers adventure and traditional 
seaside fun. 

Alongside the escape and adventure, 
the South East is brimming with fun 
opportunities for learning and culture.

The region boasts a compelling 
collection of iconic landmarks, world 
heritage sites, historic houses and 
fascinating museums.  

The majestic Windsor Castle, home of 
British Kings and Queens for almost 
1,000 years, is the oldest and largest 
inhabited castle in the world.  

And visitors never forget their first 
breathtaking vision of Leeds Castle, 
Kent, rising majestically from the moat.  

Step back in time with a visit to 
Hastings and learn more about 
England’s most famous battle or 
discover the intriguing maritime history 
at The Historic Dockyard Chatham, the 
world’s most complete example of an 
Historic Dockyard from the age of sail.

If your ideal holiday includes a 
decent touch of retail therapy you need 
to head to the vibrant market town 

TOP TIP 
Visit Thanet’s 

beaches, which 
hold the crown for 
the most blue flags 

in England.

Gorgeous Botany Bay in Kent

BRIGHTON

Brighton & Hove, one of Britain’s 

liveliest cities, has a bohemian, artistic 

and eccentric atmosphere. Combining the 

modern with the traditional, the city has a 

heritage that is rooted in the Regency era 

and is brought up to date with a unique 

cultural offer. 

Visit the Royal Pavilion or take a look at 

the lifestyle of Edwardian gentry at 

Preston Manor with its collections of 

furniture, paintings and porcelain upstairs 

and the simpler surroundings of the 

servants’ quarters below stairs. 

Stroll along the vibrant beachfront with 

its artists’ and fishing quarters and trendy 

bars and clubs or enjoy traditional seaside 

fun against the backdrop of Brighton’s 

Regency architecture and Brighton Pier. 

Shop for antiques and designer goods in 

the 17th century Lanes or browse for 

bargains in the bohemian North Laine. 

Check out the big-name stores in the 

Churchill Square shopping centre or go 

discount shopping among the millionaire 

yachts at the marina. 
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of Guildford in the heart of Surrey, 
whose luxury retailers, quirky 
boutiques, modern malls and bustling 
markets offer something for every style 
and budget.  

Or if culinary delights are the secret 
ingredient of your perfect holiday 
explore Brighton, voted the UK’s best 
city for food and drink and bursting at 
the seams with every type of 
international cuisine on the menu.  

And with the perfect climate and soil 
for cultivating grapes, the South East’s 
Vineyards are producing delicious wines 
to rival even the finest Champagnes.

Berkshire gives off a regal air. There 
are castle estates set in oak-lined deer 
parks and picturesque country downs 
with grazing horses. 

You’ll see the training yards in the 
Berkshire Downs and Lamborne on 
your country rambles. If you’re into 
sport drop into bustling Reading for 
anything from football to rowing and 
half marathons. 

Don’t forget to don your best bib and 
tucker and head to Ascot on race days or 
there are some great walks along the 
rivers and downs in Berkshire and you 
can get your bearings of this south 
eastern county from the summit of 
Walbury Hill, a former Iron Age camp.

With world famous attractions, 
exceptional beaches, and countless 
spectacular events, there has never been 
a better time to visit the beautiful South 
East.  �

Above: Inside Canterbury Cathedral
Below: Changing of the Guard at Windsor Castle

CANTERBURY

Canterbury’s skyline is dominated 

by its stunning cathedral, the oldest in 

England. But the cathedral is only part of 

the story; the ancient ruins of St 

Augustine’s Abbey and St Martin’s Church 

form Canterbury’s UNESCO World 

Heritage Site while other ancient ruins 

such as the castle are reminders of the 

city’s history, heritage and culture.

Although Canterbury is a place steeped 

in tradition it is also a modern and vibrant 

city. Luxury hotels, fine restaurants 

serving food from across the globe, 

pulsating nightclubs and welcoming pubs 

combine to give a complete experience. 

For those who have a yearning for retail, 

Canterbury’s array of shop windows 

beckon with a kaleidoscope of colours. 

The King’s Mile has an atmosphere all of 

its own while the city’s St Dunstan’s, West 

Gate Towers and Northgate areas have a 

range of specialist and individual outlets.
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