
Let’s get this 
party started

SPORT MUSIC ART CORPORATE LEISURE

visitisleofwight.co.uk

Hosting your event 
on the Isle of Wight



The natural location  
to host your event
The Isle of Wight has:
3	 Iconic scenery including the world-famous 

Needles rock formation.

3	 28 miles of Heritage coast.

3	 14 award-winning beaches.

3	 500 miles of footpaths winding through idyllic 
countryside, chocolate box villages, and dramatic 
downs.

Use our experience
3	 To find amazing locations for your event.
3	 To promote your event via our marketing  

channels including the official Isle of Wight Tourist 
Board website.

3	 To help with logistical arrangements, such as 
liaising with the Council and ferry companies.

At Visit Isle of Wight, we work in partnership 
with global organisations to stage memorable, 
iconic, and hugely successful events.

With 20th Century Fox, we created a multimedia 
experience, with a hit Dinosaur Island app. 
We teamed up with Paramount for a range of 
activities around Transformers: Age of Extinction, 
one of the highest grossing films of all time. Plus 
we support internationally acclaimed events, 
including Aberdeen Asset Management Cowes 
Week, the Isle of Wight Festival, JP Morgan Asset 
Management Round the Island Race and Bestival. 

Now shall we add your event to our high  
profile list?

Together we can make things happen

Why we’re here
Victor Gallucci is the creator and organiser of the  
International Classic Car Extravaganza, held every year on the Island…

MARKETING

SUPPORT

We’ve got a spectacular show – so we need very special locations – and there’s nowhere better than the Isle of Wight. We also 
get brilliant support from local organisations, including Visit Isle of Wight, ferries and the Council. Our Extravaganza is held at 
Ryde Esplanade and Newport Quay because they’re interesting places, the infrastructure is good, and there are great restaurants 

nearby. We’ve been coming here since 2001 and our shows attract thousands of people, with growing numbers of ABCs.

The Island is unique – and as soon as you hit the ferry, it has a relaxing effect. You know you’re going over to a fantastic place, where there 
is always something new to discover. The weather’s great too. Other seaside resorts want to poach the event – but no way, José! – this is a 
great place to be.

Visit Isle of Wight has partnered with 
Heritage House (Publishers) Ltd to produce 
a high quality Ordnance Survey cycle map of 
the Island. The map uses the branding and 
themes from our successful ‘Bicycle Island’ 
campaign. It’s available through Waterstones 
and other outlets.

David Thornton 
Chief Executive of 
Visit Isle of Wight Ltd

ISLE OF WIGHT 
CYCLE MAP 

 

Published by Heritage House (Publishers) Ltd  
in co-operation with Visit Isle of Wight Ltd 

 

We won’t just show you a field, and tell you to 
get on with it. We’ll give you free, professional 
advice whenever you need it and stand 
alongside you to promote your event, and even 
encourage other sponsors and partners to work 
with us all to maximise your event opportunity 
and attract as many visitors as possible.

Visit Isle of Wight is the award winning 
Destination Management Organisation for the 
Isle of Wight and we will help you to make your 
event as successful as it can be.

When it comes to putting on a show, no-one 
can match us. So get in touch - and let’s get 
your party started… Together.



London

Birmingham

Cardiff

Manchester

Newcastle

Southampton

Portsmouth

Lymington

• Car ferry

• Passenger

Ryde
Cowes

Yarmouth

2 1/2 HOURS

FROM LONDON

Why we’re here
John Giddings is the promoter  
of the Isle of Wight Festival, and an 
Ambassador for Visit Isle of Wight. 

ICONIC
FESTIVALS

3	 10mins by Hovercraft (from Southsea).
3	 20mins by passenger ferry (from 

Southampton or Portsmouth).
3	 30mins by helicopter (from central London).
3	 From 45mins by car ferry (Portsmouth, 

Southampton and Lymington). 
3	 Ferries twice an hour at peak times.
3	 Round the clock sailings all year.
3	 Private airports at Bembridge and Sandown.
3	 Bring the car – or use public transport.

See you in 10 minutes...

ICONIC 

SCENERY

The Isle of Wight is a year-round sporty 
playground, with over 500 miles of cycle 
and bridleways weaving their way through 
dramatic and contrasting landscapes. 

We’re known as Bicycle Island and recently 
scooped the top spot in Lonely Planet’s ‘Top 
10 World Cycling Routes.’ Plus we have bike-
carrying buses, cycle hire and bike parking 
across the Island.

The Isle of Wight is also the perfect  
location for:

3	 Extreme challenge events 
3	Walking
3	 Running
3	 Swimming
3	Watersports

SPORTS  

PARADISE

‘One of the world’s 
best cycling routes’  
Lonely Planet

Your adventure playground 

‘Running the show on 
the Island is the best 
experience in the world.’
John Giddings
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Isle of Wight

Back in 2002 the Council asked the music industry if anyone 
would like to start up the Isle of Wight Festival again. I went 
to the original in 1970 and loved it and thought it would 

be great fun to re-live my youth and to be part of a Festival that had 
so much heritage and musical history. The Isle of Wight Festival was 
the Woodstock of Europe and to be part of that excites me and when 
planning each year I like to make sure I bring something from the past, 
present and the future. I also loved the fact that you have to get on a 
ferry, it is an escape for the weekend away from your normal life and 
only two hours from London! Festival-goers love coming to the island, 
most of them now combine the weekend with a holiday so they can 
explore the beautiful places the island has to offer.



“When sponsoring a sailing event we make sure we are 
strategic, clever and investing in an event that is hitting our 
target audience. Aberdeen Asset Management Cowes Week 
is popular with people in the City, so it puts our brand in front 
of our clients, potential clients and even our competitors.”
Jill Maxwell, Head of Sponsorship at Aberdeen Asset Management

Why we’re here 
Stuart Quarrie is Sailing Director of Aberdeen Asset Management Cowes Week...

EASY
ACCESS

Front cover photo taken at the Isle of Wight Festival 2014 by eileenlong.co.uk, with thanks to Green Eye Events.
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Aberdeen Asset Management Cowes Week is one of the UK’s most successful and long running sporting events. The prestigious 
regatta has been attracting sailors and spectators from all over the world since 1826. There are lots of components which make Cowes 
Week the mega-popular regatta it is. These include:

3	 Ready access to the greater Solent area for thousands of racing and cruiser racing boats. This means that the majority of competitors have  
only a small distance to bring their boats.

3	 Five yacht clubs in the town, giving a significant number of sailors a ‘club experience’ while at the regatta.

3	 Sufficient visitor berths and moorings to allow for the huge influx of competitors. Nowhere else in the Solent could manage such a large fleet.

3	 The complex but predictable tidal streams adding another dimension to the racing.

3	 The lure of the Island as a holiday destination – it is special to have that stretch of water separating Cowes from mainland UK.

3	 Easy access from anywhere in the south east of the UK. This even gives those who need it, the ability to go  
back to work for a few hours between racing.

Contact Katie Jones,  
Visit Isle of Wight’s Sales  
& Events Manager.

Call 01983 201048 or email  
Katie@visitwight.org to 
book your visit.

Come and see for yourself
Get in touch if you’re thinking of 
hosting an event on the Isle of Wight.
We’ll find locations for you – for free! When you’re ready to 
visit, we’ll lay on ferries and a tour – for free! We’ll also give 
you logistical and marketing support – and that’s free too!

So now the only question is… when are you free?
Visit Isle of Wight

Tourist Board


